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OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

LET’S DISCUSS YOUR LEGACY

“We chose the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
Mercer as the place to establish our Donor Advised Fund 
because our family feels strongly that giving through a 
Jewish institution is the most meaningful way to make an 
impact. Jewish giving – rooted in the tradition of tzedakah 
and communal responsibility – is an essential part of our 
family’s values. Through the Smukler Family Fund, we’re able 
to support a wide range of Jewish and secular nonprofits – 
especially those providing direct services to families in need. 
Philanthropy has always been an important part of our family 
tradition, and working through the Foundation both reflects 
and reinforces those values.”                 —Lisa & Andy Smukler
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+$3.1millionASSET GROWTH

Jewish and secular charities were supported through    
                grants totaling nearly                   million

years of 
helping 
families 
and 
individuals

13.1%
 P O R T F O L I O  R E T U R N

865
$2.98MM

Total Life & Legacy Promises for Jewish organizations in the 
Greater Mercer and West-Central communities

FULFILLED PROMISES RECEIVED

348
792 $2.32

“ �The Life & Legacy program is an integral part of our Kehilat Hanahar Sustainability 
Plan. We value the partnership we’ve built with the JCFGM over the past two 
decades, and we look forward to continuing for many more years to come. ”
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Arizona Kosher Food Pantry
Arm in Arm
Art and Remembrance 
Arts Council of Princeton
Avalon Rescue Squad
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Bard College
Bayard Rustin Center for  

Social Justice
Beth El Synagogue
Beth Tfiloh
Bible Fellowship Church Homes
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B’nai Jacob Cemetery Association
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CARE
Carnegie Lake Rowing Association
Center for Disaster Philanthropy
Center for Jewish History
Center for Jewish Life  

Princeton University
Center for Modern Aging 

Princeton
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GRANT RECIPIENTS 2024-2025



DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
A Donor Advised Fund (DAF) is a charitable giving 
account in which the donor sets aside funds to 
support the causes you care about. Fundholders may 
recommend grants to any Jewish or secular nonprofit 
organization. The advantages of a DAF include:
Tax Savings: Each time you deposit assets into your 
fund, you may receive an immediate charitable tax 
deduction. For gifts of long-term appreciated stock, 
you may avoid a capital gains tax.
Simplicity & Transparency: Our user-friendly online 
portal allows you to easily recommend grants, or 
you may simply email your request to our staff. Our 
professional team processes your grants, maintains 
records, and provides statements for tax reporting. 
Longevity: As your fund grows, it ensures lasting 
resources for future grants and helps nurture a 
tradition of multi-generational giving.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
An endowment fund creates a lasting legacy in 
your name, in honor or memory of a loved one, 
or for an organization you wish to sustain. The 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees determines annual 
distributions, and you may choose to support one 
or more charitable organizations. In addition to tax 
advantages, an endowment fund connects future 
generations of your family to the causes that matter 
most to you.

NONPROFIT CUSTODIAL FUNDS
A custodial fund provides an opportunity for local 
Jewish institutions to partner with our Foundation. 
The Foundation manages the assets of your 
organization, and through your investment, your 
organization supports our Jewish community. Many 
organizations use a custodial fund as an investment 
vehicle to grow assets designated for capital projects, 
reserves, or capacity building.

MEMORIAL FUNDS
A memorial fund pays tribute to a loved one by 
naming a Donor Advised Fund in their memory. Once 
established, you can recommend grants that support 
the causes most meaningful to the loved one you are 
honoring.

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Scholarship funds provide financial assistance to 
local students with a specific purpose in mind, 
such as educational trips to Israel, Jewish summer 
experiences, or academic resources for Jewish college 
students.

LIFE & LEGACY
Life & Legacy, supported by 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, is a collaborative 
effort of partner organizations, including synagogues 
and Jewish agencies, working together to sustain 
our vital Jewish institutions through after-lifetime 
giving and the growth of endowment funds. It’s 
easy to become a Life & Legacy Promise Maker by 
including a gift in your will, trust, retirement account, 
or life insurance policy — helping to ensure a vibrant 
Jewish community for generations to come.

To learn more about these funds or our investment 
strategy, please contact us at 609-240-9511 or 
info@foundationjewish.org.

GRANT AWARDS 2024-2025 FUND oPTIONS to Meet your needs
Since 1963, the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Mercer has been a trusted partner 
in charitable gift planning and endowment building. Representing the entire community, the 
Foundation works with individuals, families, local agencies, synagogues, and other charitable 
organizations to help them achieve their philanthropic goals.

The Foundation proudly supports a wide range of local nonprofits, including our valued 
partner agencies within the Jewish community.  These grants are made possible through 
restricted and donor advised funds at the Foundation.  Our commitment to strengthening the 
Jewish community and fostering long-term philanthropic impact remains our top priority.
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$2.32 MILLION IN GRANTS AWARDED
Jewish Federations: Princeton Mercer Bucks 
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“We do much of our 
charitable giving 
through a Donor 
Advised Fund at the 
Jewish Community 
Foundation. By 
doing so, we 
accomplish two 
things at once. 
One, it’s easy! Once the fund was set up, we 
were able to direct grants of any value to 
any nonprofit at any time. The staff handles 
all the administration, and we simply focus 
on the causes that resonate with us, like the 
American Jewish Committee and the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. And second, by having a 
fund at the Foundation, we help to preserve 
our Jewish community, right here in Mercer 
County.”                 —Miki & Randy Krakauer

SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
Dear Friends,
The role of a Board President encompasses 
many responsibilities, with one of the most 
important being the integration of community 
service within board activities.
The Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
Mercer (JCFGM) is dedicated to serving the 
community in a variety of impactful ways. Our 
mission is clear:
The Foundation is organized to promote 
philanthropy and to further the charitable needs of the Jewish 
community, other charitable institutions, and community organizations.
Both the board and staff are deeply committed to advancing this 
mission. Through the grants recommended by our fund holders, millions 
of dollars are distributed annually to address the needs of individuals 
and organizations—locally and globally—individuals both known and 
unknown. In the past year, 792 grants were issued ranging from $100 to 
$200,000, totaling more than $2.32 million dollars.
Our commitment to stewardship and the Life & Legacy program ensures 
that we fulfill our promises to future generations. JCFGM brings together 
individuals who share a common philanthropic vision and are dedicated to 
upholding the values and ideals of the Jewish community.
A poem I recently read eloquently captures our forward-looking vision:

“���If we achieve success,  
Help us to learn gratitude.   
If we attain prosperity,   
Help us to learn generosity.   
If we win praise,   
Help us to learn humility.   
If we are blessed with joy,   
Help us to learn sharing.   
If we are blessed with health,   
Help us to learn caring.”

If you haven’t met or spoken to our Executive Director, I am also pleased 
to introduce Beth Englezos. Beth brings a wealth of experience from 
her tenure at Meals on Wheels of Mercer County and over 17 years with 
Jewish Family & Children’s Service of Greater Mercer County. We are both 
fortunate and grateful to have Beth stewarding your philanthropic funds.
I extend my sincere thanks to all of our donors, fund holders, agency 
partners, board members, and staff for your essential roles in sustaining 
JCFGM and enabling us to serve our community with such meaningful 
impact.

Joyce Kalstein
Board President
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doing so, we 
accomplish two 
things at once. 
One, it’s easy! Once the fund was set up, we 
were able to direct grants of any value to 
any nonprofit at any time. The staff handles 
all the administration, and we simply focus 
on the causes that resonate with us, like the 
American Jewish Committee and the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. And second, by having a 
fund at the Foundation, we help to preserve 
our Jewish community, right here in Mercer 
County.”                 —Miki & Randy Krakauer

SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
Dear Friends,
The role of a Board President encompasses 
many responsibilities, with one of the most 
important being the integration of community 
service within board activities.
The Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
Mercer (JCFGM) is dedicated to serving the 
community in a variety of impactful ways. Our 
mission is clear:
The Foundation is organized to promote 
philanthropy and to further the charitable needs of the Jewish 
community, other charitable institutions, and community organizations.
Both the board and staff are deeply committed to advancing this 
mission. Through the grants recommended by our fund holders, millions 
of dollars are distributed annually to address the needs of individuals 
and organizations—locally and globally—individuals both known and 
unknown. In the past year, 792 grants were issued ranging from $100 to 
$200,000, totaling more than $2.32 million dollars.
Our commitment to stewardship and the Life & Legacy program ensures 
that we fulfill our promises to future generations. JCFGM brings together 
individuals who share a common philanthropic vision and are dedicated to 
upholding the values and ideals of the Jewish community.
A poem I recently read eloquently captures our forward-looking vision:

“���If we achieve success,  
Help us to learn gratitude.   
If we attain prosperity,   
Help us to learn generosity.   
If we win praise,   
Help us to learn humility.   
If we are blessed with joy,   
Help us to learn sharing.   
If we are blessed with health,   
Help us to learn caring.”

If you haven’t met or spoken to our Executive Director, I am also pleased 
to introduce Beth Englezos. Beth brings a wealth of experience from 
her tenure at Meals on Wheels of Mercer County and over 17 years with 
Jewish Family & Children’s Service of Greater Mercer County. We are both 
fortunate and grateful to have Beth stewarding your philanthropic funds.
I extend my sincere thanks to all of our donors, fund holders, agency 
partners, board members, and staff for your essential roles in sustaining 
JCFGM and enabling us to serve our community with such meaningful 
impact.

Joyce Kalstein
Board President
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OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

LET’S DISCUSS YOUR LEGACY

“We chose the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
Mercer as the place to establish our Donor Advised Fund 
because our family feels strongly that giving through a 
Jewish institution is the most meaningful way to make an 
impact. Jewish giving – rooted in the tradition of tzedakah 
and communal responsibility – is an essential part of our 
family’s values. Through the Smukler Family Fund, we’re able 
to support a wide range of Jewish and secular nonprofits – 
especially those providing direct services to families in need. 
Philanthropy has always been an important part of our family 
tradition, and working through the Foundation both reflects 
and reinforces those values.”                 —Lisa & Andy Smukler
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+$3.1millionASSET GROWTH

Jewish and secular charities were supported through    
                grants totaling nearly                   million

years of 
helping 
families 
and 
individuals

13.1%
 P O R T F O L I O  R E T U R N

865
$2.98MM

Total Life & Legacy Promises for Jewish organizations in the 
Greater Mercer and West-Central communities

FULFILLED PROMISES RECEIVED

348
792 $2.32

“ �The Life & Legacy program is an integral part of our Kehilat Hanahar Sustainability 
Plan. We value the partnership we’ve built with the JCFGM over the past two 
decades, and we look forward to continuing for many more years to come. ”

ASSET STRENGTH

PROMISE POWER

IMPACT DELIVERED

SUSTAINABILITY ASSUREDWeitzman National Museum of

A Smithsonian Institution Affiliate

GREATER
TRENTON

JEWISH
CEMETERY

PROJECT

ABC of NC Foundation
Abrams Hebrew Academy
ACLD Foundation
ACLU Foundation
Acoustic Neuroma Association
Adath Israel Congregation
Admirals Cove Foundation
Adopt a South African Preschool
Aish Global
Alexander Denbo School PTO
Alexander Muss High School 

in Israel
Alliance for Justice
Alzheimer’s Association
American Association for  

Cancer Research
American Cancer Society
American Friends of Israel Elwyn
American Friends of Leket Israel
American Friends of  

Magen David Adom
American Friends of Meir Panim
American Friends of Ogen
American Friends of the Technoda
American Friends of  

Yeshivat Lev HaTorah
American Jewish Committee
American Jewish World Service
American Joint Distribution 

Committee
American Red Cross
American Repertory Ballet
American Support for Israel
Americans for Ben-Gurion 

University
Amy Adina Schulman  

Memorial Fund 
Anti-Defamation League
Arizona Kosher Food Pantry
Arm in Arm
Art and Remembrance 
Arts Council of Princeton
Avalon Rescue Squad
Baby Basics of Collier County
Bard College
Bayard Rustin Center for  

Social Justice
Beth El Synagogue
Beth Tfiloh
Bible Fellowship Church Homes
Birthright Israel Foundation
B’nai Jacob Cemetery Association
Border Community Alliance
Boston Latin School Association
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Boys & Girls Club of Mercer County
Brandeis University
Brighter Children 
Brooklyn Law School
Bucknell University
Bucks County Jewish Center
Camp HASC
Camp Ramah in  

Northern California
Camp Ramah in the Poconos
CARE
Carnegie Lake Rowing Association
Center for Disaster Philanthropy
Center for Jewish History
Center for Jewish Life  

Princeton University
Center for Modern Aging 

Princeton

Central Fund of Israel
Central Synagogue
Chabad Fenway 
Chabad Lubavitch of Berks County
Chabad Lubavitch of  

Mercer County
Chabad of Princeton University
Chabad of the Windsors
Children’s Specialized Hospital 

Foundation
Christine’s Hope for Kids 

Foundation
Committee For Accuracy In Middle 

East Reporting In America
Committee for Catskill Resort 

Museum
Community Food Bank of NJ
Congregation Agudath Israel
Congregation Beth Chaim
Congregation Beth El of  

Bucks County
Congregation Brothers of Israel
Congregation Or Zarua
D&R Greenway Land Trust
DMAX Foundation
Doctors Without Borders USA
Dolce Suono Chamber Music 

Concert Series
DOROT
Eden Autism Services
Edlavitch Jewish Community 

Center of Washington, DC
ELEM Youth in Distress in Israel
Endowment for Middle East Truth
Environmental Defense Fund
Experience Camps
Ezras Cholim of Arizona
Federation of Jewish Mens Clubs
Fistula Foundation
Flemington Jewish Community 

Center
Focusing Philanthropy
Food Bank for New York City
Foothills Food Bank
Forum for Religious Freedom
Forward Association
Foundation for Morristown 

Medical Center
Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial
Freedom Service Dogs
Friends and Foundation of the 

Princeton Public Library
Friends of Herrontown Woods
Friends of the Abayudaya Fund
Friends of the Institute for 

Advanced Study
Friends of the Israel Defense 

Forces
Friends of the Princeton  

University Art Museum
Friends of United Hatzalah 
Friends of Workers of Truth 

Cemetery
Genesis 123 Foundation
Global Taiwan Institute
Goals of Care Coalition of  

New Jersey
Golda Och Academy
Greater Somerset County YMCA
Greater Trenton Jewish  

Cemetery Project
Greenwood House
Grounds For Sculpture

Hadar Institute
Hadassah Foundation
Hadassah the Women’s Zionist 

Organization of America 
Hamakom
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
HealthWell Foundation
Hearts for Emma
Hebrew Union College -  

Jewish Institute of Religion
Hebron Fund 
Helping Women Period
HIAS
HIAS Philadelphia
Hillel International
Historical Society of Princeton
HiTOPS
HomeFront NJ
HonestReporting USA 
Hospital for Special Surgery
Housing Initiatives of Princeton
Human Rights Campaign 

Foundation
Humane Society of  

Greater Jupiter Tequesta
Hunter College Foundation
Icahn School of Medicine at 

Mount Sinai
Immigration Law & Justice 

Michigan
Indiana University Foundation
Innocence Project
International Fellowship for 

Christians & Jews
Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund
Iron Mike Youth Sports 

Foundation
Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue
Isles
JAFCO
JBJ Soul Foundation
JCC of Central New Jersey
JCC Princeton Mercer Bucks
Jerusalem University
JESPY House
jewbelong
Jewish Association for  

Death Education
Jewish Broadcasting Service
Jewish Campus Life Fund
Jewish Center of Princeton 

Endowment Fund
Jewish Community Center of  

Long Beach Island
Jewish Community Foundation of 

Greater Kansas City
Jewish Community Foundation of 

Greater Mercer
Jewish Community Foundation of 

San Diego
Jewish Family & Children’s Service 

of Greater Mercer
Jewish Family & Children’s Service 

Phoenix
Jewish Family Service of 

MetroWest
Jewish Family Service of 

Somerset, Hunterdon and 
Warren Counties

Jewish Federation of  
Greater Philadelphia

Jewish Federation of  
Greater Los Angeles 

Jewish Federation of  
Princeton Mercer Bucks

Jewish Federation of  
Sarasota-Manatee

Jewish Federation of  
South Palm Beach County

Jewish Federation of  
West Central New Jersey

Jewish National Fund
Joshua Harr Shane Foundation
Junior Metro Golf
Kidsbridge
Lawfare Project
Learning Ally
Leket Israel
Lilith Publications
Literacy Coalition of  

Palm Beach County
Los Angeles Regional Food Bank
Lower Merion Library Foundation
Man Up To Cancer
Martha’s Vineyard Hospital
Mazon – A Jewish Response to 

Hunger
McCarter Theatre
Meals on Wheels of  

Mercer County
Medina Community Clinic
Memorial Sloan Kettering  

Cancer Center
Mercer County Community 

College Foundation
Mercer Street Friends
Metropolitan Museum of Art
Metropolitan Opera Guild
Middle East Media Research 

Institute 
Momentum Unlimited
Museum of Jewish Heritage-Living 

Memorial to the Holocaust
Mussar Institute
Mwebaza Foundation
NAACP Foundation
Na’amat USA
NAMI Mercer NJ
National Brain Tumor Society
National Immigration Law Center
National Junior Tennis and 

Learning of Trenton
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
National Museum of  

Civil War Medicine
National Public Radio
National Ramah Commission
National Tay Sachs & Allied 

Diseases Association
National Yiddish Book Center
Native American Veterans 

Assistance
Natural Resources Defense Council
Nechama
New Israel Fund
New Jersey ‘Y’ Camps
New York Public Radio
Nextbook
Northampton County Area 

Community College Foundation
On Our Own of Maryland
Open House New York
OpenDor Media
Parkinson’s Foundation
Partners in Torah
Peace Action Education Fund

PEF Israeli Endowment Funds
PEI Kids
Pennington School
Pennsylvania State University
Perlman Music Program
Phi Kappa Sigma  

Endowment Fund
Philadelphia Museum of Art
Planned Parenthood Federation 

of America
Planned Parenthood of Northern, 

Central and Southern NJ
Planned Parenthood Southeast
Princeton Adult School
Princeton Area Community 

Foundation
Princeton Borough PBA  

Local No 130
Princeton Community Housing
Princeton First Aid &  

Rescue Squad
Princeton Medical Center 

Foundation
Princeton Mobile Food Pantry
Princeton Symphony Orchestra
Princeton University Concerts
Prospect Park Alliance
PSU Thon Dream Forward 

Campaign
PUAH Foundation
Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation
Raptor Trust
Reformed Church of  

Highland Park Affordable 
Housing Corporation

Religious Action Center of  
Reform Judiasm

Renewal of Life
Reproductive Freedom  

for All Foundation
Rescue Mission of Trenton
RISE NJ
Rosenbach Museum and Library
Rutgers Hillel
Rutgers University Foundation
Safe Horizon
Saint Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital
Sarasota Film Festival
Save a Child’s Heart  

Foundation US
Scholars for Peace in the  

Middle East
Scholarship Investment Fund
Science Communication Lab
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Send Hunger Packing Princeton
Seton Hall University
Shalom Hartman Institue
Share My Meals
Sharsheret
Shine and Inspire
Simon Wiesenthal Center
Social Good Fund
Society for Science and the Public
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum 

Annual Fund
South Brunswick Social Services
Southern Comfort Animal Rescue 
Southern Poverty Law Center
Springfield College
St. Mary’s Foodbank
Stand with Us

Standing Together
Stanford University
Steve’s Camp at Horizon Farms
Summit School
SUNY New Paltz Foundation
Sustainable Princeton
Temple Beth Shalom
Temple Beth Sholom
Temple B’nai Chaim
Temple Micah
Temple Shalom Synagogue Center
Temple Sharey Tefilo-Israel
Temple Sholom
Temple Sinai
Temple Sinai of Sharon
Temple University
The Beacon Society
The Haven
The Hill School
The Infinity Foundation
The Jewish Center
The Paul Robeson House
The Shimon and Sara Birnbaum 

Jewish Community Center
Tikvah Fund
Torus AI
Tourette Association of America
Tree Street Youth
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen
Trenton Circus Squad
Trustees of Princeton University
Trustees of the University of 

Pennsylvania
UJA-Federation of New York
Union of Orthodox Jewish 

Congregations of America
United Jewish Communities of 

MetroWest
United States Memorial  

Holocaust Museum
United Synagogue of  

Conservative Judaism
University of Maryland  

College Park Foundation
URJ Camp Eisner
USA for UNHCR
Valerie Fund
Vilna Shul, Boston’s Center for 

Jewish Culture
Visions of Sugar Plums
Watershed Institute
Weitzman National Museum of 

American Jewish History
WHYY 
Wikimedia Foundation
Wills Eye Foundation
Workwell Partnership
World Central Kitchen
World Jewish Congress  

American Section
World Wildlife Fund
WRTI-FM
WWFM
Yale University
Yivo Institute for Jewish Research
Younity/Womanspace
YWCA Princeton
Zaka North
Zaka Tel Aviv
Zamru

GRANT RECIPIENTS 2024-2025
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and communal responsibility – is an essential part of our 
family’s values. Through the Smukler Family Fund, we’re able 
to support a wide range of Jewish and secular nonprofits – 
especially those providing direct services to families in need. 
Philanthropy has always been an important part of our family 
tradition, and working through the Foundation both reflects 
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